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Objective of the Consultation 
oTo identify the most critical and pressing issues in ending 

extreme poverty and promoting shared prosperity in 

Myanmar. 

oTo bridge information gaps between the World Bank and 

the stakeholders. 

oTo validate information collected from study reports 
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International 

Development  

Association 

MIGA 
Multilateral 

Investment and 
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To promote institutional, 

legal and regulatory 

reform 

 
Governments of 

poorest countries with 

per capita income of 

less than $1,025 

 

 Technical assistance 

 Interest Free Loans 

 Policy Advice 

 

To reduce political 

investment risk 

 

 
Foreign investors in 

member countries 

 

 

 

 Political Risk Insurance 
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IFC 
International 

Finance 

Corporation 

To promote private 

sector development 

 

 
Private companies in 

member countries 

 

 

 

 Equity/Quasi-Equity 

 Long-term Loans 

 Risk Management 

 Advisory Services 
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World Bank Group Activities in Myanmar So 

Far 

• National Community Driven Development project  

• Electric Power  

• Telecom Reform  

• Public Financial Management   

• Education 

• Health  
 

 



What is the World Bank Group’s 

Approach to Development? 

Overarching twin objectives: 
• Ending extreme poverty (3% 

by 2030) 

• Promoting shared prosperity 
(bottom 40%) 

 

Multi-sector approach, 
alignment to government’s 
priorities, partnerships 
 

Global knowledge and 
evidence on what works 

 

 



Country Context  
• The Myanmar Economy: 

oEstimated GDP per capita of $868 

oMore than half of the labor force is engaged in 

agriculture 

oGas is the major export commodity 

oGrowth has been high in recent years: 7.3 percent in 

2012/13 

 

 

 

 



Myanmar is undertaking a triple transition 

o Authoritarian system  Democratic governance 

o Closed planned economy  Open market economy 

o Conflict in border areas  Peace 

 

Progress since 2010: 
o Elections held in April by-elections, functioning parliament. 

o New economic laws passed, greater budgetary transparency, 
 re-allocation of resources, and fiscal decentralization 

o Ceasefires signed, peace negotiations commenced   
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Poverty reduction is a key goal of 

Myanmar’s transition. 

Photo Credit: World Bank 

“Poverty rate must be reduced by half.” ( President U Thein Sein, 1/2011) 

“The World Bank Group’s mission is to end extreme poverty and build shared  

prosperity.” (President Jim Yong Kim, World Bank 2014) 



Poverty Profile 

oEstimated poverty headcount of 26.5 percent in 2010, likely 
to have been higher 

oMost poor people live in rural areas 

oUrban poverty seems to be higher than originally thought.  

 



Poverty Rates are the highest in Chin/ 

Rakhine and the lowest in 

Mon/Sagaing. 

In terms of numbers, most poor people 

are concentrated in Ayeyarwaddy, 

Yangon, Mandalay and Rakhine 

states. 

Where do the Poorest Live? 



Systematic Country Diagnostic 

• WBG is conducting a systematic country diagnostic (SCD)  

o SCD seeks to identify priorities for achieving the twin poverty goals: 

 Ending absolute poverty  

 Promoting shared prosperity  

 

• SCD will examine the full range of constraints to achieving poverty 

reduction and shared prosperity, not just areas of WBG engagement  

o Therefore it should be useful to the Government and other 

development partners e.g. complement the Government’s Rural 

Development Strategic Framework 

 



Conceptual Framework for the Myanmar SCD 

End 

absolute 

poverty & 

boost 

shared 

prosperity 

Identify priority areas of intervention (focus areas) 

Identify pathways to ending poverty  

 & promoting shared prosperity 
Identify 

opportunities 

Identify 

challenges 

& risks 

Determine 

profile of 

the poor 



There are many examples of pathways 

to ending poverty 

• Job creation and higher incomes through 

private-sector led inclusive growth in agriculture 

and other key sectors 

 

• Expanded coverage of pro-poor & critical basic 

services 

 

• Expanded social protection 

 



SCD draws on many  sources of data 

and information 

• Analysis of secondary data (e.g. household data) 

• Desk review of existing study reports  

• Consultations with key stakeholders including civil society, 

private sector, Government, academia, think tanks, 

development partners 



SCD begins with understanding the 

poverty situation in Myanmar 

 

• What are the key characteristics of the poor? 

 

 

• What are the key drivers of poverty? 



SCD identifies pathways to eliminating 

poverty 

• What are the most important pathways? 

 

• What are the key challenges along these 

pathways? 

 

 



Results from the SCD will inform the 

WBG’s work 

• The SCD aims to identify key constraints to reducing poverty and boosting shared 

prosperity, not just those that the WBG will address. 

 

• The SCD will be a key input for the Country Partnership Framework (CPF), which the 

World Bank Group will develop later this year.  

 

• Guided by the constraints identified in the SCD, the WBG will identify those that it will 

work on.  This process will take into account comparative advantage, government 

development plans, activities of other donors, etc. 

 

• The CPF preparation will follow the SCD, and include additional consultations on the 

priorities identified for WBG activities. 

 




