
 

February 19, 2016 

 

The World Bank 

Executive Directors 

 

Via e-mail: safeguardconsult@worldbank.org 

 

Re: Policy Update to the Safeguard Policies for Investment Lending 

 

Second Draft of Environmental and Social Framework 

Phase 3 Consultation 

Comments by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

 

Dear Executive Directors, 

 

On behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)—the world's 

largest animal rights organization—and our more than 3 million members and 

supporters, we request a revision to Paragraph 39 of Environmental and Social 

Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living 

Natural Resources, included in the Second Draft of the Environmental and Social 

Framework. The following two proposals would strengthen the World Bank's 

leadership through a modernized safeguards framework to avoid or minimize 

harm to people, animals, and the environment. 

 

Paragraph 39 of the Environmental and Social Standard (ESS) 6: Biodiversity 

currently reads: 

 

Borrowers involved in the industrial production of crops and 

animal husbandry will follow GIIP to avoid or minimize adverse 

risks and impacts and resource consumption. Borrowers involved 

in large-scale commercial farming of animals for meat or other 

animal products (such as milk, eggs, wool) will employ GIIP in 

animal husbandry techniques, with due consideration for religious 

and cultural principles. 

 

Proposal 1: We propose the following addition to Paragraph 39 of the ESS6: 

 

When projects involve agriculture, the Borrower will give 

preference to plant-based agriculture over animal-based 

agriculture to avoid or minimize social and environmental risks 

and impacts.  

 

We offer the following facts in support of our proposed addition: 
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1. Animal agriculture causes pervasive, widespread, and irreparable 

environmental degradation. 

 

 Livestock and their co-products account for a staggering 51 percent of all 

worldwide greenhouse-gas emissions,
1
 and these activities are the largest 

source of carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide in the world. Methane 

emissions are the second-largest contributor to historical warming after 

carbon dioxide.
2
 Animal agriculture is responsible for 65 percent of all 

human-related emissions of nitrous oxide—a greenhouse gas with 296 times 

the global warming potential of carbon dioxide and that stays in the 

atmosphere for 150 years.
3,4

 Agriculture emissions related to meat-rich diets 

and other negative trends are projected to increase by 80 percent by 2050.
5
 

Reducing methane emissions caused by animal agriculture would create 

tangible benefits almost immediately.
6
 

 Livestock is the world's largest user of agricultural land resources, accounting 

for about 80 percent of that use.
7
 Animal agriculture is a leading cause of 

species extinction, ocean dead zones, water pollution (because of the 

widespread use of pesticides, herbicides, and chemical fertilizers used in the 

production of feed crops), soil degradation, and habitat destruction caused by 

clearing forests in order to grow feed for animals and for animal grazing. 

 Animal agriculture's water consumption ranges from 34 to 76 trillion gallons 

annually.
8
 As many as 2,500 gallons of water are needed to produce 1 pound 

of beef; 477 gallons of water are required to produce 1 pound of eggs; almost 

900 gallons of water are needed for 1 pound of cheese;
9
 and 1,000 gallons of 

water are required to produce 1 gallon of milk.
10

 Water consumption for 

plant-based agriculture is often significantly less. For instance, it takes 219 

gallons for 1 pound of tofu and about 30 gallons for 1 pound of potatoes.
11
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 A person who eats a vegan diet creates only about 1.5 tons of carbon-dioxide 

emissions a year. That's less than half the amount produced by someone 

eating a meat-intensive diet (3.3 tons) and far less than the global average 

(2.5 tons).
12

 A vegan diet saves 600 gallons of water a day.
13

 Reduced meat 

demand can slow the rapid destruction of the world's forests, aligning with 

the World Bank's goal of decreasing deforestation.
14

 It also saves the life of at 

least one animal a day.
15

 

 

Funding plant-based agriculture would support the World Bank's goals of 

reducing harmful environmental effects, specifically by reducing greenhouse-gas 

emissions and providing people with a sustainable way of life. 

 

2. Animal agriculture disproportionately affects poor and vulnerable 

people and communities.  

 

 Currently, the world grows enough food to feed 10 billion people.
16

 

However, on any given day, around 795 million (about one in nine) people 

suffer from hunger.
17

 The vast majority of these people live in developing 

countries, where almost 13 percent of them are undernourished.
18

 

Approximately 3.1 million children die from hunger each year.
19

  

 These alarming failures result from misallocating our food, which is fed to 

animals in the meat and dairy industries, and those animals are then eaten by 

people in developed countries. We can reduce this misappropriation by 

funding plant-based agriculture that feeds people directly. Hunger and 

poverty form a vicious cycle. Funding animal-based agriculture contributes to 

the vicious cycle of poverty and hunger. 

 

3. Animal agriculture harms human health.  

 

 When cancer researchers studied the links between diet and cancer, one of the 

most notable findings was that people who avoided meat were far less likely 
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to develop cancer. Vegetarians are about 40 percent less likely to develop 

cancer compared to meat-eaters.
20

 Harvard studies showed that daily red meat 

eaters have approximately three times the colon cancer risk compared to 

those who rarely eat meat.
21

 

 Studies have found that vegetables and fruits help to reduce risk, while meat 

and animal products increase risk.
22

 Vegetarian diets and diets rich in high-

fiber plant foods offer protection.
23

 Plant foods are also naturally low in fat 

and rich in antioxidants and other anti-cancer compounds. Not surprisingly, 

vegetarians are at the lowest risk for cancer and have a significantly reduced 

risk compared to meat-eaters.
24,25

 

 Meat and dairy foods also contribute to heat disease, obesity, and diabetes. 

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics states that plant-based eating 

reduces the risk of death from ischemic heart disease and also lowers blood 

cholesterol levels, blood pressure, and body mass indexes. In addition, it 

leads to reduced rates of hypertension, type-2 diabetes, and overall likelihood 

of developing cancer. The American Diabetes Association concluded that 

vegetarian or vegan diets "are healthful, nutritionally adequate, and may 

provide health benefits in the prevention and treatment of certain diseases."
26

 

 

The World Bank attempts to reduce harm caused by animal agriculture, including 

by decreasing pollution and other negative effects of animal husbandry; 

improving the health of farmed animals; increasing feeding efficiencies; 

addressing the use of pesticides and other chemicals associated with livestock 

and slaughter; decreasing the ill effects of waste associated with animal 

husbandry; reducing rampant disease among farmed animals; increasing access 

to veterinary care for farmed animals; reducing the release of harmful bacteria, 

viruses, and infections associated with animal consumption; and more. While 

these are noble goals, funding plant-based agriculture would help eliminate all 

these issues. 
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Proposal 2: We propose the following addition to Paragraph 39 of the ESS6: 

 

The Borrower will give preference to projects that employ 

machinery rather than working animals, thereby reducing hardship 

to animals and people and improving distribution channels. 

 

We offer the following facts in support of our proposed additions: 

 

 Some of the most neglected animals in the world are working animals—

including bullocks, donkeys, ponies, horses, and others—who are forced to 

work in extreme weather conditions; often denied sufficient water, food, and 

rest; and suffer from untreated sores, muscle strain, and sometimes beatings. 

Funding projects that use machinery rather than animals alleviates suffering 

and provides animals with lifesaving relief. 

 This proposal would also benefit the animals' owners, who are often too poor 

to afford the sustenance necessary to maintain animals' health and strength, 

pay for veterinary care in times of illness and injury, or give animals 

adequate time for rest and recuperation. 

 A case in point is the nonprofit organization Animal Rahat's Tractor Project, 

which replaces working animals with eco-tractors for heavy labor. Animal 

Rahat has worked with the manufacturer of mini-tractors to convince it to 

give workers subsidized tractors and has also convinced factories to offer 

workers loans with which they can purchase equipment. 

 Machinery is more efficient than animals, meaning that workers and factories 

can increase both their productivity and output.  

 

Science, research, and innovation offer proof that a reliance on animals is 

harmful to the environment, people, and, of course, animals. These two proposals 

could effectively safeguard the environment, reduce hunger, reduce poverty, and 

improve human health. In sum, these proposals would modernize the World 

Bank's standards, improve its funded projects, and allow projects to achieve 

objectives materially consistent with all Environmental and Social Standards 

requirements and the exercise of the bank's discretion. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us with 

questions at 720-635-3648 or AnneK@peta.org. 

 

Best regards,  

 

 
 

Anne Brainard 

Senior Corporate Liaison & Manager of Corporate Affairs 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
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