Civil Society Organization Consultation on the WBG Country Partnership
Framework for Myanmar, Yangon, 2nd July 2014
A meeting with civil society representatives was held in Yangon on the 2nd of July, 2014 as part of a series
of consultation meetings to inform the World Bank Group’s new Country Partnership Framework and
priorities emerging from the Systematic Country Diagnostic for Myanmar. The list of CSO representatives
who participated in the meeting is attached hereto as Annex A.
Following is a brief summary of input and feedback received from CSO representatives, organized under
nine broad themes discussed: Operations and Stakeholder Engagement, Securing the Political Transition,
Public Financial Management and Public Sector Capacity Building, Agricultural Development and Land
Governance, Private Sector Development, Education, Health, Electricity, Transportation and
Communications.
Note: Numbers (eg. (3), (6) etc) in brackets indicate the number of times that a particular point was made by
different participants during the meeting.

Operations and Stakeholder Engagement
 The WBG should operate according to the UN Global Compact.


The WBG should improve the consultation process, provide adequate information and data to
Myanmar CSOs to let them know what the WBG has done, and is doing and provide sufficient time
for discussion during consultations. Please ensure that a comprehensive research and consultation
is done before decisions are made. Consultations should be regular and ongoing, and should take
place before and during implementation. The WBG should only implement projects that are
supported by the people of Myanmar.



There is a sense that in the rush for quick wins sufficient planning is not taking place. The WBG
should include everyone in the planning process. There is nothing on the current list of priorities
that we think that WBG should not do. We just feel that the process should be slowed down so that
better planning can take place.



The WBG staff in Myanmar needs to be aware of and learn the mistakes that the WBG has made in
other countries. The fact that the staff here are not aware of the problems that occurred in
Honduras is an indication that the safeguard policy is inadequate.



If the WB wants the support of CSOs then they should give us tangible indicators.



The WBG should strive to understand diversity and the local context in Myanmar.



Please ensure that WBG programs do not make Myanmar donor dependant.



The WBG should support capacity development projects at the community level.



The WBG should NOT carry out any development activities that could negatively affect Myanmar’s
river systems, particularly the Ayeyarwaddy, Than Lwin or Chin Dwin rivers (2).

Securing the Political Transition


Please ensure that all investments and projects are conflict sensitive. (2)



If the focus is poverty reduction then the WBG should consider supporting the resettlement
process, particularly that of the IDPs in Kachin State.



The WBG should work on ensuring macroeconomic stability by assisting the government to control
inflation.



The WBG should work on building sustainable peace, and should NOT work on development in
conflict areas until there is peace.

Public Financial Management and Public Sector Capacity Building


The WBG should prioritize collaboration with and capacity building of government, (2) and assist
the government in developing accountability, transparency and good governance. Capacity needs to
be developed at all levels of government.



However much money is spent the only way that poverty reduction will be successful is if there is
greater cooperation between the government and the CSOs. The WBG should promote
collaboration between government, CSOs and communities. Programs such as social protection
mechanisms and the delivery of quality health services are not just government work, they require
the involvement of the community to be effective.



The WGB should support social protection programs, such as free education and pensions.

Agricultural Development and Land Governance


The WBG should work on development of the agricultural sector. Programs should focus on
increasing agricultural incomes, providing agricultural inputs (seeds and fertilizers) and
technological assistance and improving access to market.



Agricultural development must be community based. The WBG should consult with farmers directly
to get their perspectives.



The WBG should prioritize protection of farmers and the use of appropriate technology.



The WBG should provide support and expertise to the government to improve land management
law and systems. (3)

Private Sector Development


The WBG should work on improving access to international markets and access to finance, but
should prioritize capacity development to build a skilled labor force, support for the development
of SMEs, and should actively promote Corporate Social Responsibility.



There have been many problems with the privatization process in Myanmar in the past the
problems with privatization. The privatization process needs to be slowed down to allow for proper
planning.



The WBG should work with the trade unions to ensure the effective application of OECD and UN
guidelines.



The WBG should NOT work on increasing Foreign Direct Investment. (2)



The WBG should NOT work with Yoma Bank.

Education


The WBG should contribute to the development of the education sector in Myanmar. (5)



The WBG support for education should focus on building infrastructure, increasing the supply of
teachers and upgrading teachers’ skills and teaching facilities (3) rather than on providing stipends
for students.



The WBG should carefully observe the government’s educational implementation strategies and
should collaborate with the existing parallel education systems run by CSOs and the monastic
providers as well as government.



The WBG should support the development of ‘second chance’ alternative education programs and
the development of effective vocational training programs



Support for education should be based on the child rights based approach. To develop a normally a
child needs proper nutrition. Many poor pregnant women in this country do not understand
nutrition and cannot get vitamins etc.



Improving transportation networks and providing social security would contribute to the
development of basic education.

Health


The WBG should support the provision of Universal Health Coverage in Myanmar (3).



Support for the health sector should focus on developing a holistic system, including health
insurance and primary health care.



The WBG should consider working on the development occupational health and safety policy (2)

Electricity


The WBG should provide support to expand electrical production, but this should be done in an
environmentally and socially friendly way (Repeated 2 times).



The WBG should NOT directly or indirectly support coal-fired or nuclear power production.

Transportation and Communications
 WBG should work on development of transportation and communication networks (2), but should
pay careful attention to potentially negative social impacts of this type of support
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